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Holiday photo that should spark a bit of nostalgic interest 
among those members who worked point-to-point (Boehme) 
circuits during the high speed telegraph era. Photo was used by 
Press Wireless for their 1944 employee Christmas card. Photo 
courtesy of F.A. Bart” Bartlett, SOWP 2294-V, W60WP 


Binns Story on PBS 


Late word has been received at SOWP 
that The American Experience which 
include the heroic efforst of Jack 
Binags on the White Star Liner Repu- 
bic will air during the month of 
February. Please check your local 
listing for date and time of the airing 
of this program on the public television 
(PBS) channel. Information about this 
story is in the December 1997 issue of 
the WWB, page 9. 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 


The President’s Message 
By Jack Kelleher 
SOWP 2581-P, W4ZC 


For some time SOWP Executive 
Secretary has been considering the 
possibility of reprinting some of the 
historical material appearing in the 
Sparks Journal (circa 1977-1985), but 
so far it is beyond the reasonable 
capability of SOWP’s treasury. Re- 
reading the Radio Aviation Edition of 
the Sparks Journal (September 1983) I 
ran across an item which is important 
enough historically to run in this 
space, albeit in installments. 


The Early Communication 
System of the Federal Air- 
ways 


This was written on the 50th Annivers- 
ary (1976) of the start of the Airways 
Radio Stations under the Air Com- 
merce Act which President Coolidge 
signed into law in 1926. This history of 
the first fifty years under the CAA/ 
FAA was reprinted for the Sparks 
Journal from a fact sheet furnished by 
the FAA at that time (1976). Actually, 
the first station built for the Air Mail 
Service was commissioned in Septem- 
ber 1919. By the time the CAA took 
over the service from the U.S. Post 
Office in 1926 some 17 stations had 
been built. 


The text has been slightly altered to 
present the material in it’s proper time 
frame. 


Like the Pony Express, the Air Mail 
Service occupies a special place in the 
annals of American history. Each 
represented a great experiment in 
moving the mails and was character- 
ized by the individual efforts of a small 
group of dedicated and fearless men. 


Of the two, however, the Air Mail 
Service made the more significant and 
lasting contribution to the American 
scene. Where the Pony Express with- 
ered and died before the advancing 
telegraph line, the Air Mail Service 
continued to grow year by year, push- 
ing forward the frontiers of aviation 
and laying the foundation for the 
present air transportation system. 


One direct result of this service was 
the establishment of a string of Air 
Mail Radio Stations at key locations to 
provide weather data and other assis- 
tance to those hardy individuals who 
flew the transcontinental mail. Author- 
ized originally by the Post Office 
Department, these facilities have evol- 
ved (under the Federal Aviation 
Administration of the Department of 
Transportation and its predecessors) 
into a nationwide network of ,Flight 
Service Stations providing a wide 
variety of pre-flight and in-flight ser- 
vices to all segments of aviation. (Note 
1). : : 

As of 1976 the Flight Service Station 
Network covered all of the fifty states 
and reached out to Pago Pago, Wake 
Island and Guam in the Pacific, to 
Panama and to the Caribbean. There 
were 340 stations including nine inter- 
national stations, staffed by 4,600 flight 
service station specialists. All stations 
were closely linked to the FAA’s 
nationwide air traffic control system by 
radio and teletype, and many were 
equipped with direction-finding equip- 
ment that enabled them to steer lost 
aircraft home by means of signals from 
the aircraft’s radio. (Note 2). The 
stations also served as the nucleus for 
an air-to-ground communications and 
electronic navigation system that 
extended for several hundred miles in 
all directions. 


Air Mail Begins 
The Post Office Department had been 


working on the idea of transcontinen- 
tal Air Mail Service since May, 1918 
when a 216-mile trial route was opened 
between Washington, Philadelphia and 
New York. There was one round trip 
flight every day except Sunday with the 
War Department supplying the planes, 
pilots, maintenance crews and facilities 
for the route. Despite the sketchy 
communication system and the primi- 
tive state of aircraft development, the 
route built up a reputation for depen- 
dability, although most of the flying 
was done in weather that would be 
considered below safe minimums by 
modern standards. 


In July 1918 the Post Office established 
a combination rail/air mail route bet- 
ween New York and Chicago. Mail 
destined for Middle West and the 
West Coast was loaded aboard an 
early morning flight out of New York. 
The aircraft would arrive at Cleveland 
at nightfall, whereupon the mail was 
transferred to a Chicago-bound train 
that had left New York the night 
before, thus saving about 16 hours to 
the Middle West. On eastbound trips 
mail was flown from Chicago at dawn 
to overtake the night mail train at 
Cleveland, which reached New York at 
9:40 the following morning. 


Encouraged by the time saving, the 
Post Office went into the Air Mail 
business in August 1918. The Army 
turned over its mail planes to the Post 
Office, and the pilots and mechanics 
became entirely a civil operation. 


August 1920 - Transcontinental 
Route Authorized 


Two years later the Post Office moved 
to create a transcontinental air route. 
On August 20, 1920 it authorized the 
establishment of Air Mail Radio 
Stations at key locations on a pro- 
posed New York to San Francisco 
daylight mail route. (Note that this 
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date differs from the “commissioning 
date of September 1919 date in the 
first paragraph). By November 1, 10 of 
the 17 stations to be established were 
in operation and mail was being carried 
from coast to coast by air. 


The trip was long and difficult and 
included frequent stops at such places 
as New Brunswick, N.J.; Bellefonte, 
Pa.; Cleveland and Bryan, Ohio; Chi- 
cago; Iowa City; North Platte , Neb; 
Cheyenne and Rock Springs, Wyo.; 
Salt Lake City; and Elko and Reno, 
Nev. Three of the radio stations serv- 
ing these locations — Rock Springs, 
Elko and Salt Lake City --remained in 
operation in 1976 along with the 
station in Washington, D.C., establ- 
ished at about the same time. 


Lonely Vigil 


These early stations generally were 
staffed by a lone operator who worked 
seven days a week and stood split shifts 
to accommodate the dawn departure 
to dusk arrival schedule of the mail 
planes. The typical operator rose at 
4:30 a.m. and began preparations for 
the morning flight by radioing check- 
points along the route for weather 
reports. At the same time he would 
report his local conditions to other 
callers up and down the line. 


CW Chosen for Dependability 


Radio telegraphy was used exclusively, 
being cheaper than leased wire telegra- 
phy and more dependable than voice 
radio. Except for experimental work, 
no radio communications in the early 
1920’s were air to ground. Acceptable 
transmission speed for CW was 30 
words per minute, but 40 to 45 wpm 
was not uncommon and some opera- 
tors were limited only by the ability of 
the receiving operator to copy letters 
gushing from the receiver. 


When the radio was not transmitting 


aeronautical information the lines were 
open for other government business. 
Department of Agriculture reports 
showed market conditions at Cincin- 
nati, Chicago, Kansas City and Omaha. 
Party-line gossip and neighborly mes- 
sages also found their way into the 
system, linking all participants into a 
kind of family relationship. 


The station operator made his own 
weather observations and forecasts, 
including estimated cloud ceiling, tem- 
perature, visibility, wind speed and 
direction, and field conditions. Addi- 
tional nearly weather observations 
were phoned in to him by part-time 
weather observers, and pilots would 
pass on their inflight weather observa- 
tions after landing. But at best, the 
weather map produced consisted of a 
narrow swath from one station to the 
next, with little information on adja- 
cent storm systems. 


(to be continued next issue) 


Note 1: Historically. there has probably 
never been as large an organization of 
radio operators so dedicated and devo- 
ted to their calling as those men and 
women who have or are now working 
in the FAA. These men and women 
have been the “Guardian Angels” of 
those flying in their air-space areas. 
Emergencies of many kinds do occur 
and at quite frequent intervals. Know- 
ing that the lives of pilots and those 
flying in their coverage area frequently 
depend upon their alertness and skill 
in providing knowledgeable assistance 
should such occur, they have develo- 
ped a near religious zeal in providing 
“Flight Assistance Service” and infor- 
mation to all those in need. The Editor 
of Sparks Journal enjoys great pride 
and satisfaction in having been a part 
of the “CAA” team in the golden 
years. He spent much time as prime 
advocate in working up programs 


which have been adopted and in use 
today and is proud of the names of the 
FAA stations now called ‘Flight Ser- 
vice Stations (FSS)”. We are proud of 
our heritage. The ability of the early 
pioneers to accomplish great projects 
without the aid of blueprints in a new 
field which sometimes taxed their 
knowledge and often their health to 
the limit. They were the ‘avante 
guarde’ of a new industry and a new 
way of life. We should think about 
them and salute their memory for the 
results they achieved - a living tribute 
to mankind -30 - 


Note 2; There are probably few ‘old 
timers’ who remembered that the CAE 
had ever equipped any of their stations 
with direction-finding (DF) equipment. 
After WW2. three Kolster DF units 
were furnished to the CAA for experi- 
mental use. One was installed at the 
ARS station in Pittsburgh; the second 
at Station KCT (Los Angeles - located 
in nearby Glendale) and the third was 
scheduled for New York but never 
installed. This unit was cannibalized to 
keep the Pittsburgh (station) operative. 


Ye Ed was a fledgling pilot having 
soloed n 1924 at Burdette Field in 
LAX under the tutelage of Jack Frye. 
Jack went on to become Prexy of 
TWA. Also during his marine years he 
installed several Kolster units aboard 
ships and became quite familiar with 
their operation. My interest in the use 
of DF equipment in aviation was very 
keen. 


During my assignment at KCT in 1929, 
I bad the opportunity of checking 
aircraft with this old DF unit on many 
occasions. | found we had many terrain 
problems, hence we reluctantly had to 
dismantle it The Pittsburgh DF unit 
Meantime continued to serve on a 
reliable basis and furnished many 
‘saves’ to pilots in trouble. It was used 
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until the Service ran out of replace- 
ment parts. 


During my tenure with CAA, I could 
never get the potential of DF use in 
aviation out of my mind. As the years 
passed and I received assignments of 
authority, I initiated a program to 
furnish UHF/VHF equipment for most 
stations. Unfortunately, most of my 
early budget requests were blue-pencil- 
led but in 1950 I was able to obtain 3 
units. 


One of these I located at Red Bluff, 
Calif. The second at Goshen, Ind. and 
the third at Front Royal, Va. where 
Ray Bowers, a member of SOWP was 
Chief. We were unable to retain the 
facility at Front Royal however, due to 
terrain problems and it was therefore 
transferred to Nantucket Island where 
it has been in constant use. Both the 
Red Bluff and Goshen installations 
recorded many ‘saves’ so it was not 
too long until the CAA gave serious 
attention to the program | had initia- 
ted. Today the equipment and its use is 
part of the Flight Assistance Service 
which is largely taken for granted by 
the public. It took a long time to break 
the barrier but | feel my efforts were 
not in vain and the saving of lives and 
property are a constant reminder of 
my championship of this program 
which I felt mandated to carry out. 


CHANGING YOUR 
ADDRESS? 


Before You Go - Please send 
a note to: 


SOWP HO 
P.O. Box 86 
Geyserville, CA, 95441-0086 


CHAPTER NEWS 
The Jack Binns Chapter 
# 5 Seattle, Washington 
By Don Newman, Sec.-treas. 
SOWP 0058-P, W7CO 


The regular fall luncheon meeting of 
the Jack Binns Chapter was held at 
noon on October 24th. It was held at 
ANDY’S DINER in the Roundhouse 
Room as has been done many times in 
the past. This luncheon was a bit late 
in the month due to its popularity with 
other clubs who used the room. 


Attendance was down due to a number 
of things, weather, highway construc- 
tion and illness. Many members noti- 
fied me that they could not come and 
additionally the Bellingham Hamfest 
was being held on the same day. 


This was a very sad day for all of us as 
it was the day of the funeral of our 
long time friend and member. Earl 
Thoms, W/DJ who passed away on 
October 17th at the age of 92. He is 
survived by his son and daughter as his 
wife had passed away two gears ago. 
Many of those who attended the 
funeral services just prior to our 
luncheon did not attend, although 
there were a few who did attend and 
were very sad. 


He had been a ham for many years 
and also a seagoing operator to the 
Orient and on coastwise vessels for 
many years. He was also in the Broad- 
cast field. He belonged to the ARRL, 
SOWP, QCWA and others. 


He was a regular member of several 
nets and certainly will be missed by 
many. 


Our next luncheon meeting will be in 
April of 1999 and hopefully we will all 
be able to attend. 


With much sadness, 
Don Newman, 0058-P 


Pacific Southwest Chapter IX 
By Bill Jackson, Dir. 
3612-V, W6HDP 


Some members may already be aware 
that I have tendered my resignation as 
Director. As head of your chapter for 
almost 12 years I feel it is time to move 
on to other involvements. If anyone 
has an interest in taking the chapter 
please get in touch with me. 


It has been an honor and joy and very 
fulfilling over the years, | have enjoyed 
bringing you the chapter news through 
the Newsletter Scuttlebutt during this 
time. It has been an education for me, 
I have learned much, especially where 
computers are concerned. Since 1987 I 
can remember well how we established 
CW nets, a chapter library and for the 
most part maintained a steady mem- 
bership. 


If after the Dec. Sth joint luncheon 
meeting with the Arizona Barry Gold- 
water Chapter 16, QCWA, no one has 
come forward to take the chapter, then 
those who have paid beyond 1999, I 
will be happy to refund your dues. 
Otherwise, the chapter monies, what 
little there is will be sent up to 
HDORS. And Heaven knows, they can 
use it at the National level. As for the 
library which contains a complete set 
of “Sparks Journals” all bound in Blue 
and Gold Hardcover and various other 
radio manuals and books on wireless 
and history will more than likely be 
sent to another active chapter. 


I sincerely wish the best for members 
and hope you will still pay up at the 
National level and be abreast of whats 
going on in SOWP through the Bea- 
con. 


Bill Jackson, 3612-V, W6HDP 4930 N. 
Hobo Cir. Prescott Valley, Az. 86314 
Tel. 520-772-9641 
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A Trip To The Holy Land 
By Arnold R. Gilmore 
SOWP 2776-V, WiRIW 
December 6, 1986 
Dear Bill (Breniman): 


During the months of April/May 1986 
I served as ‘relief-operator’ aboard the 
S.S. Export Patriot/WCJY/Farrell 
Lines. Our Voyage started at Port 
Newark, NJ, and our first port over- 
seas was Cadiz, Spain, which I believe 
is the oldest city in Europe. After 
stopping at Cadiz for just a few hours 
we took off for Naples where we 
anchored - not too far from the U.S.S. 
Coral Sea, an aircraft carrier. Our next 
port after Naples was to be Haifa, 
Israel. Of course, we were all concer- 
ned at that particular time as to what 
might happen once our ship cleared 
the ‘Straits of Messina’ and we headed 
out into the eastern Mediterranean. 
Our arrival in the eastern Mediter- 
ranean was just shortly after the 
bombing of Libya by U.S. planes. So, 
the crew began thinking of a possible 
terrorist attack or hostile action by a 
foreign group. The captain was concer- 
ned as to how we should request 
assistance from U.S. Navy protection 
in case of boarding by terrorists or 
seizure attempt by military forces of a 
hostile nation. This information I had 
regarding h.f. band frequencies for 
emergency call-up by merchant ships 
and the 2182 kHz for maritime distress 
and calling. the crew was briefed by 
our captain who explained to us the 
necessary precautions we ail should 
take while the ship was in the eastern 
Mediterranean and the port of Alexan- 
dria, Egypt in particular. However, no 
incidents did occur while sailing in 
those waters or in the ports of Haifa 
and Alexandria. 


The most memorable part of my 
voyage took place while our ship was 


docked at Haifa. Myself, and three 
other crew members decided to take a 
trip through the ‘Holy Land’. So, we 
rented a taxi/driver and drove for a 
12-hour tour through the ‘Holy Land’. 
After leaving Haifa our first stop was 
Nazareth. After getting out of the cab 
we were immediately approached by a 
‘pilot’ (tour-guide) who gave us a very 
quick 70-minute tour in that particular 
area of Nazareth. We toured through 
the new ‘Basilica of the Annunciation’, 
built on the place where, according to 
Christian tradition the angel Gabriel 
visited Mary to inform her that she 
would conceive a son. this new church 
is the fifth to be built over the 
traditional Cave of the Annunciation. 
This was truly a most beautiful building 
to go through with the many huge 
murals on the walls which were dona- 
ted by various countries throughout 
the world. We saw the well (Mary’s 
Well) where Mary drew water. After 
paying off our ‘pilot’ - a few bucks 
apiece, we took off for ‘Cana of 
Galilee’. THis is where Jesus perfor- 
med his first miracle, turning water 
into wine. Stopped at a Greek-owned 
souvenir shop and bought a couple 
bottles of ‘Cana wine’ and a few other 
items. 


We then drove over to the Jordan 
River which separates Jordan from 
Israel. One of our King’s Point cadets 
(deck) was baptized in the ‘River 
Jordan’ by way of our taxi-driver 
pouring water over the cadet’s head 
while a snapshot of this memorable 
event was being taken. 


We then commenced the long and hot 
drive down through the Jordan Valley 
(desert) - saw the Golan Heights, the 
Dead Sea (lowest spot on earth 1,300 
feet below sea level and without an 
outlet). Arriving at Jerusalem, we 
began to get cooled off - the altitude 
here is about 2,800 feet above sea 
level. 


While in Jerusalem we saw many ‘holy 

sites’. Our taxi-driver parked close-by 
to the ‘Damascus Gate’, most beautiful 
entrance to the old walled city of 
Jerusalem. We traversed along the 
‘Via Dolorosa’ to the imposing 
‘Church of the Holy Sepulchre’. This is 
the holiest sanctuary in Christendom, 
erected upon the traditional site of the 
Crucifixion, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus. The “Via Dolorosa’ is the way 
taken by Jesus from the court house at 
the Antonia Fortress, where He was 
condemned by Pontius Pilate, to Calv- 
ary where He died on the cross and 
was buried in a nearby sepulcher. 


After seeing several other ‘holy places’ 
in Jerusalem, we then drove over to 
Bethlehem and stopped at the fortress- 
like “Church of the Nativity’ which was 
built on the site of the manager in 
which Christ was born. 


From Bethlehem we headed back to 
Haifa via a fast expressway located 
close to the coast. We truly had a most 
wonderful day on the tour, however, 
when I arrived back aboard ship, i 
heard over the radio that a British 
subject had been killed in Jerusalem 
that very afternoon. 


We saw so many sites during our 
12-hour tour that I just can’t recall in 
detail the many spots we visited! the 
trip was certainly worth the $50 apiece 
we paid for the taxi and driver. 


Our next port-of-call after Haifa was 
Izmir, Turkey. I was very surprised to 
learn how much the city had grown 
since my first visit back in 1958. At that 
time i was employed as a field-rep. for 
a company out of the Boston area and 
was riding aboard the Navy transport 
‘General Maurice Rose’ - working on a 
Navy contract. 


Our next stops were, Piraeus, Naples, 
Leghorn, Genoa and back to Cadiz. 


(continued next page) 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue. 


(Add to Section 1 of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


BOGNER, David W. 5605-M Dave/ 
ha: WATEES 503 648-8372 1415 NE 
Arrington Road, Hillsboro, OR 97124- 
2614 1969 NavCommSta 
WATEES @¢te.net 


JEFFERSON, C. Paul 5606-TA ...../ 
Debelain KB2RKW 518 297-2997 37 
Lake Street, Rouses Point, NY 12979- 
1027 CPJEFF@toge.com 


HUDELSON, John R. 5607-M JS/..... 
KSDL P.O. Box 747, Cary, NC 27512 
1956 Adak AL NUD jhudel- 
son@ieee.org 


IWERKS, Merton R. 5608-TA Mert/ 
cm W4IUI 828 245-4600 563 Hardin 
Road, Forest City, NC 28043 
miwerks @rfci.net 


STOCKS, Richard B. 5609-V 
Richard/Ann VE7SRB 250 477-8257 
2284 Edgelow Street, Victoria BC 
Canada V8N 1R5 1940 RAF Hg Sigs 


EDWARDS, Jan R. 5610-M Jan/ 
Yankee WSEV 629 Markhanm Drive, 
Slidell, LA 70458-5237 sparks@com- 
munique.net 


STEIMETZ, Calvin C. 5611-V Cal/ 
— KD6WNM 510 527-0830 1950 EI 
Dorado, Berkeley, CA 94707-2405 


DORY, Donald D. 5612-V Don- 
DD/Nylene WOHKN 515 223-4732 
5401 Ashworth Road, West Des 
Moines LA 50266-6337 


WILCOX, James M. 5613-TA Jim/ 
Judi W3VW 703 560-0757 3442 Surrey 
Lane, Falls Church, VA 22042-3536 
jimw@juno.com Member USAF- 


DOWDEN, David 5614-P KB7SVA, 
P.O. Box 569, Kelso, WA 98626 1939 
USS Chicago KB&SVA@kalama.com 
Member of FISTS, Lower Columbia 
Amateur Radio Assoc., 10-10 Inter- 
national Net Inc., Tin Can Sailors Net 
Inc. 


Holy Land - From Page 5 


We then made the Atlantic-crossing to 
Port Newark. It was a 41-day voyage. 


I am presently sailing as relief-operator 
aboard the M.V. Sea-Land Voyager/ 
KHRK on the northern europe run. 
This is a 21-day run between Elizabeth, 
NJ/Portsmouth, VA/Rotterdam/Bre- 
merhaven/Elizabeth. This ship is classi- 
fied as a D-9 which had a new 
mid-body (100?) inserted - jumboiza- 
tion. The ship can carry 1,236 40-foot 
containers. Ship features: 38,085 gross 
tons, 21,650 net tons, 30,150 horse 
power, diesel, average speed 21-knots, 
length 345’, and keel laid 1979. 


The radio room has ITT Mackay 
marine 3-bay radio console, MRU 35A 
synthesized SSB/CW high frequency 
transmitter, Alden maine facsimile 
recorder type 9519, ITT model 222 
VHF-FM phone, ITT auto-alarm type 
5003C model 2A, Sperry radars (MK- 
16A & MK-16AS), loran-C, satellite 
navigator & automatic direction finder, 
three 3020A receivers, 3023A reserve 
receiver, main transmitter 2012C and 
reserve transmitter 2017A (much of 
this gear now obsolete due to CW 
being curtailed). Wishing you the very 
best of Holidays. 


Best regards & 73s 
Arnold R. Gilmore/REO 


Telegraph Log Extracts From 
One You Could Do Nothing For 


By Tom Dixon 
SOWP 2658-M, KS5SAX 
July 9th 1997 
Dear Walt: (Waldo Boyd) 


When I first started sailing merchant in 
1987 (after discharge from USN) I 
used to keep all my distress logs, info 
on rescues that we participated in, 
pictures and stuff, but after 8 or 10 
years, I just sent the stuff into the 
company’s offices. 


For the last 4 years I have been 
permanent RO an the SS Jean Lykes, 
a medium sized containership (2,000 
TEU) on a regular run to either N. 
Europe or the Mediterranean. 


During this time we heave participated 
in several rescues of pleasure craft, 
medical emergencies on large fishing 
vessels, and diverted for 2 or 3 large 
ship urgency (medical) and distress 
situations. 


However, the one that we could not 
help, or do anything about is the one 
that sticks in my mind, is the loss of 
the MV Christianaki/)HUS3, a Mal- 
tese-registered flag-of-convinence large 
bulk carrier that broke up in a storm 
off Landsend on February 3, 1994. The 
cool hand of the Sudanese R/O still 
impresses me whenever I wonder how 
calm I would be looking fate right in 
the eye. 


It was 1445 GMT, (also local time) as 
we had just departed Le Havre and 
were south of England 4548N 00742W 
bound for New York, but had just 
slowed up in a bad storm. I had just 
came back on watch after my lunch 
break - during the 1445 silent period I 
heard the initial call-up on 500. The 
weather situation was Dangerous 


(continued next page) 
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Storm Force 10-11 and we were now hove to at the 
aforementioned position. 


My ship, the SS Jean Lykes was rolling like hell, most 
people not required on watch were probably tied into their 
racks. 


(LOG EXTRACTS) 


Day G.M.T Frequency Particulars of 


of Communications 


3-11-94 
1445 500 GLD DE 9HUS3 PSE SOS SOS MAYDAY K 


46 500 9HUS3 HOLD BROKE OPEN DUE TO BAD 
WEATHER I NEED HELP QTH 48 48 03 13 37 28 TIME 
1435 GMT M/V CHRISTANAKI 


NOTE: THE WAY R/O GAVE QTH I DIDN’T 
UNDERSTAND IT AT FIRST AND GLD DIDN’T 
IMMEDIATELY COME BACK TO HIM SO I 
CALLED ONCE BUT SO DID GLD SO I WENT 
BACK TO LISTENING. IN THESE WEATHER 
CONDITIONS THIS GUY KNOWS HOW HE 
STANDS. THESE _FLAG-OF-CONVENIENCE 


SUITS. 
1447 500 9HUS3 DE GLD HW 

49 500 GLD DE 9HUS3 PSE NO 1 HOLD BROKE 
OPEN BREAKING OPEN DUE TO BAD WEATHER | 


NEED HELP QTH 484803 133728 TIME 1435 GMT 3 
FEB 94 MV CHRISTINAKI/9HUS3 AR 


50 500 (DE GLD) DO YOU NEED IMMEDIATE 
ASSISTANCE? 


$0 500 (DE GLD) ARE U IMMEDIATED DANGER? 


NOTE: THE RO ON 9HUS3 IS CALM AND 
SENDING WELL. GLD OPERATOR IS SHOOK 
UP, AS HE KNOWS HE IS TALKING TO A 
DEAD MAN 


500 (DE 9HUS3) OK NO 1 HOLD BROKE 
OPEN WE LOSING STRARP* AR 


NOTE: * DON’T KNOW WHAT LOSING 
STRARP MEANS 


500 (DE GLD) R 


500 (DE 9HUS3) IMMEDIATE DANGER AR 


1454 500 (DE GLD) ER WHAT ASSISTANCE DO U 
REQUIRE? 


NOTE: HERE I AM THINKING WHAT KIND OF 
OP DO WE HAVE AT LANDSEND7 


1455 500 (DE 9HUS3) UP 448/500? 
56 500 (DE GLD) UP 448/454 BT 
NOTE: THEY DIDN’T SHIFT OFF 500 
1457 500 9HUS3 DE GLD SOS SOS OM DO YOU SOS? 
1457 500 (DE 9HUS3) SOS K 
1458 500 DEGLD RRSOSR 


1500 500 DDD SOS DE GLD MV CHRISTINAKI NO 1 
HOLD BROKEN OPEN IN NEED OF IMMED ASSIST 
IN POSN 484803N 0133728W STOP ALL VSL IN 
VICINITY REPORT TO GLD 


1508 500 9HUS3 DE GLD HOW MANY CREW AND 
QTH 


09 500 GLD DE 9HUS3 QRM 5 PSE I WILL GO 
((QRM FROM EADC CALLING EAS)) 


1510 500 SOS DE GLD PSE RPT RPT 
11 500 QRT SOS ORT SOS DE GLD 


11 500 GLB DE 9HUS3 UP GKB QRMS QSA 1/2 UP 
GK4 ON 4 MHZ AR 


12500 RRRAS AS 


NOTE: THIS IS THE LAST TIME I HEARD 
9HUS3, I DIDN’T HEAR THEM ON 4 MHZ AT 
ALL. AM SURE THAT THE VESSEL SUNK 
ABOUT THIS TIME. 


1550 500 DDD SOS DE GLD INFO NO.2 MV CHRIS- 
TINAKI 9HUS3 NO.1 HOLD BROKEN OPEN 
REQUIRES IMMED ASSIST IN POSN 484803N 
0133728W STOP NIMROB RESCUE 51 AND HELO 
RESCUE 190 PROCEEDING ETA UNKN ALL VSL VIC 
REPORT TO GLD 031545Z 


1600 500 DDD SOS DE GLD INFO NO.3 MV CHRIS- 
TINAKI 9HUS3 ((SAME INFO EXCEPT)) 27 POB. VSLS 
REPORT TO GLD 031600 


NOTE: VESSEL 9HUS3 IS TOO FAR AWAY 
FROM SS JEAN LYKES AND WE CANNOT 
PROCEED DUE TO WEATHER CONDITIONS, 


(continued next page) 
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WE ARE ALMOST HOVE TOO. SO WE DID 
NOT REPORT IN. OUR POSITION 4548N 00742W 
COURSE 270 SPD 03 


1801 500 DDD SOS DE GLD INFO NO.4 AMPLIFYING 
DATA HELO 190 AND 191 ENROUTE. VSLS SMITT 
LLOYD 123 AND TIROL PRO-CEEDING STOP TIROL 
ETA APPROX 1900. FALMOUTH CG COORDINAT- 
ING 

4-11-94 

NOTE: I DIDN’T COPY ANYTHING DURING 
THE NIGHT. NO FURTHER SIGNALS FROM 
MV CHRISTIANAKI AND I WAS IN MY RACK 
WITH MY RESTRAINING BAR UP WITH BLAN- 
KETS STUFFED UNDER MATTRESS TO KEEP 
FROM BEING THROWN OUT. MY LIFE 
JACKET AND EXPOSURE SUIT WITH ME. IF 
YOU LOSE IT IN THIS KIND OF WEATHER 
YOUR ONLY HOPE FOR SURVIVAL IS THE 
EXPOSURE SUIT. THE WATER TEMP IS VERY 
COLD AND IN THIS KIND OF WEATHER YOU 
CAN NOT EVEN LAUNCH A LIFEBOAT. 


1027 500 GLD DE OEMK GM HW 


NOTE: THIS IS THE MV TIROL ON SCENE 
SEARCHING. 


500 OEMK DE GLD GM QSA 1K 


500 GLD DE OEMK ER STILL CONTINUING 
SEARCH, SO FAR NO TRACE ((ORM BLOCKS)) 


500 DDD SOS DE OEMK SITREP - HAVE THIS 
MORNING SIGHTED 2 LIFERAFTS AND ONE OVER- 
TURNED LIFEBOAT OF MV CHRISTINAKI BUT NO 
SURVIVORS AR 


1034 500 DE GLD R SITREP HAVE U QSO FAL- 
MOUTH? 


500 DE OEMK R ER HAVE NIMROD RESCUE 
54 AND ONE OTHER WARSHIP IN CLOSE CON- 
TACT AND COORDINATING 


1035 500 DE GLD R TU 


1050 500 DDD SOS DE GLD MV CHRISTINAKI 9HUS3 
ON 500 AT 031500 QTH 4848N 13-37.28W NR1 HOLD 
OPEN DUE TO BAD WEATHER REQUEST IM- 
MEDIATE ASSISTANCE 26 POB STOP LIFERAFT 
WITH PERSONS ONBOARD SIGHTED QTH 4848N 
013-20W STOP MV TIROL/ OEMK AND NIMROD 


ACRFT RESCUE 52 ON SCENE BT GLD 040120Z 


NOTE: BLV ONE OF THE ACFT THOUGHT 
THEY SAW PEOPLE ON A LIFERAFT BUT AS 
YOU CAN SEE, THE SHIP MV TIROL/OEMK 
REPORTS NO SURVIVORS 


1248 500 DDD SOS DE GLD MV CHRISTINAKI INFO 
NO.6 ((SAME AS PREVIOUS INFO)) 


1518 500 DDD SOS DE GLD MV CHRISTINAKI INFO 
NO.7 NOW VESSEL CONSIDERED SUNK 


1620 500 DDD SOS DE GLD MV CHRISTINAKI 
CONSIDERED SUNK 


1918 500 DDD SOS DE GLD INFO NO.8 REF CHRIS- 
TINAKI/9HUS3 IN POSN 4848N 1337W 26 POB STOP 
VSL CONSIDERED SUNK STOP ACFT RESCUE 46, 
HMS HERALD ON SCENE SEARCHING STOP 
FRENCH ACFT AND HELOS RESCUE 191 JOINING 
SHORTLY STOP 1 LIFERAFT AND BOAT WRECK- 
AGE HAVE BEEN RECOVERED SEARCH AREA 
CENTRED ON 4811N 01302W STOP FALMOUTH CG 
COORDINATING 071748UTC GLD 


1943 500 DDD SOS DE GLD REF CHRISTINAKI 
BELIEVED SUNK IN POSN 4848N 1337W STOP A 
NIMROD ACFT AND FRENCH ATLANTIQUE WILL 
CONTINUE TO SEARCH THE AREA STOP ALL 
OTHER CRAFT NOW RELEASED STOP QUZ QUZ 
041951Z 


NOTE: NO FURTHER ENTRIES 


As you know Walt, when the sea gets like it was during the 
MV Christinaki disaster, almost impossible to launch a 
lifeboat, and the exposure suit is your only hope. In 36F 
water you last about 10 minutes if your lucky. Even with an 
exposure suit your time is limited to only a few hours. 


Being unable to contribute nothing to a distress 160 miles 
away was quite grim, but part of life at sea. Bulk carriers 
are known for poor safety records, and most unscrupulous 
owners register them in countries where surveys are 
questionable at the least. 1 don’t have the figures on 
bulkers handy, but they am the leading killers of seafarers 
who are the victims of greedy shipowners overloading them 
and then paying off surveyors to pass their un-seaworthy 
hulls. 


Maybe will think of a better ending story next time. 73, 


Tom Dixon 


Late News on GMDSS 


ARA FREE PRESS - NOVEMBER 
22, 1998 THE WEEKLY UNION 
NEWSPAPER OF THE SEA 
MARINE ELECTRONICS DIVISION 
- ILA, AFL-CIO TO ALL ARA 
MEMBERS AND INTERESTED 
SEAFARERS - 


FCC GMDSS LICENSE AND 
STCW ENDORSEMENT 
UPDATE - The U.S. Coast Guard, 
National Maritime Center has issued 
policy guidelines for the STCW 95 
endorsement as GMDSS Radio opera- 
tor that will be required after January 
31, 2002. If a FCC GMDSS Operator’s 
license was obtained prior to August 1, 
1998, the requirements are, (1) served 
as radio officer for at least one year 
while holding a Radio Officer’s license 
within the five years prior to making 
application and, (2) pass a GMDSS 
written examination, given by a desig- 
nated examiner, with at least a 75 
percent passing grade, or, (1) comple- 
ted a 35 hour GMDSS training course 
prior to August 1, 1998; (2) Pass a 
GMDSS written examination, given by 
a designated examiner, with at least a 
75 percent passing grade and, (3) 
evidence of assessment by a designated 
examiner for competencies contained 
in Table B-IV/2 of the STCW Code, 
or, (1) employed as a GMDSS instruc- 
tor with at least 140 contact hours 
within the five years prior to making 
application; (2) pass a GMDSS written 
examination, given by a designated 
examiner, with at least a 75 percent 
passing grade. If a FCC GMDSS 
Operator’s license was obtained on or 
after August 1, 1998 then successful 
completion of a U.S. Coast Guard 
approved 70 hour training course is 
required. ARA Radio Officers who 
meet all other STCW requirements, 
may be issued a STCW, 1995 form 
including a statement of qualification 
as GMDSS At-sea Maintainer if the 
following criteria are met: 1. Hold a 


FCC GMDSS Méaintainer’s license or 
a GMDSS Maintainer/Operator4s 
License. 2. Provide a certificate of 
completion for a course specializing in 
the maintenance and repair of radio 
electronics within five years prior to 
making application. 3. If the certificate 
of course completion is greater than 
five years old, the applicant must show 
proof of at least one year of main- 
tenance and repair experience for 
radio electronics within five years prior 
to making application. Acceptable 
experience includes military, shipboard, 
shoreside and other jobs related to the 
maintenance and repair of radio elec- 
tronics. Effective January 31, 1999, 
seagoing vessels required to comply 
with the at-sea maintenance provisions 
of the GMDSS in Chapter IV/15 of 
Safety of Life at Sea Convention 
(SOLAS), must have onboard a 
trained person designated to perform 
at-sea maintenance of GMDSS instal- 
lations as outlined in STCW Section 
B-IV/2 paragraph 45. BT.... 


COASTAL RADIO STATION 
NEWS - British officers’ union 
Numast has attacked plans by British 
Telecommunications (BT) to close all 
UK coastal marine radio stations. 
Stations including Portishead Radio 
and Stonehaven Radio have been vital 
communications link for shipping for 
years. A Numast spokesman said that 
a switch to more sophisticated com- 
munications was inevitable. However, 
he was concerned at the safety implica- 
tions and at BI’s seeming haste to 
close stations. BT said no action would 
be taken before receiving regulatory 
approval for the shutdown. But a letter 
to users, obtained by Lloyd’s List 
states: “BT...intends to close its coast 
radio stations over a period starting 
from the end of June 1999, or soon 
afterwards. BT expects that Portishead 
Radio will be one of the first coast 
radio stations to close.” After insisting 
it believes customers will not be greatly 


disadvantaged, BI says: “You are 
invited to comment on the planned 
closures by December 18, 1998, will be 
taken into account.” The coast radio 
stations provide a wide range of terres- 
trial marine communications, including 
long-range radiotelegram, radiotele- 
phone and radio telex services through 
Portishead Radio, and similar services 
on medium-range and _ short-range 
through coast stations around the UK. 
BT stresses that withdrawal from the 
commercial market will not affect 
safety-related services. It says these 
would be taken over by the Maritime 
and Coast Guard agency. Numast’s 
spokesman said, he was against any- 
thing that jeopardized safety. He clai- 
med the agency system was nowhere 
near ready and it could not be put into 
operations until it had been fully 
tested. BT.... 


COMPUTER NEWS - More bugs! 
Paranoid as we are becoming about 
the dreaded onset of the millennium 
so-called Y2K bug, we should not be 
too naive about those who tell us that 
their equipment is bug compliant. We 
hear that one shipowner, alert to every 
nuance of the menaces of a global 
problem, had insisted that a whole 
consignment of GMDSS radio equip- 
ment for company vessels be warran- 
ted Y2K bug-free. “No problem,” 
assured the enthusiastic manufacturer, 
inking in the order. The shipowner was 
not so green as might have been 
thought and had engaged the services 
of experts to verify the fact that the 
ship’s radio equipment would not start 
to broadcast ‘Auld Lang Syne’ when 
eight bells tolled on the Millennial 
night. Surprise, surprise; the equip- 
ment was found to be totally non- 
compliant. Best to discover these 
things now, rather than wait until there 
is some massive power blackout in 
theMalacca Straits on the dangerous 
upcoming date. But, one might ask, 
“just who can you believe?” BT.... 


M/V SAMARITAN 
By Arthur Balderston 
SOWP 4729-V, WS6U 


I read with much nostalgia the 
experiences of my fellow Radio Offi- 
cers. (I served as R/O from January, 
1943 to February, 1954.) I follow their 
stories and most times find myself 
reliving voyages with the various wri- 
ters. I regret that my wartime service 
records were confiscated for security 
reasons during 1944. They were 
supposed to be returned, but I imagine 
they were too factual. The return of 
my records was never fulfilled. 


Dutch Ship - British R/O 


As a young kid, my first trips in 1943 
were on a Dutch ship, even though | 
was British. We went where we were 
sent. That ship was the S.S. STAD 
MAASLUIS. Built in Belfast in 1916, 
she was the slowest darn tub in any 
convoy - sometimes too slow to even 
join one. Slow as she was, we made 
several trips from a secret base in 
Scotland to dump war supplies to 
North Africa at various ports along 
that very active coast. After that, they 
sent us over to Sourh America on our 
own. She must have been a very lucky 
ship, because the most recent news | 
had from someone in Holland infor- 
med me that my old ship had made it 
ali the way through World War II. 


Maybe one of these days I will jog 
the old gray matter and try to be as 
factual as possible about the trips 
during those wartime years. But the 
story that follows took place not in 
wartime but shortly afterward. 


Assigned to ex-Liberty 


I was told to join the M.V. SAMARI- 
TAN, managed by Cunard. SAMARI- 
TAN was an ex-Liberty ship, one 
which had been loaned to Britain after 
the war. The rules concerning ships 


loaned under the Marshall Plan were 
simple: You could not use them to 
trade. You could bring food into a 
country, but you could not take cargo 
out. Try crossing the Atlantic in a light 
ship! 


Rocks for Ballast 


To keep these vessels down in the 
water, we had to use ballast. Some 
took on rocks, some sand. As far as I 
remember, we took rocks. Although 
the Liberty ships were a credit to 
American know-how, welding them, if 
not performed correctly, could be 
catastrophic to say the least. 


Slow-going Weather 


Our destination was the Dominican 
Republic to take on a load of sugar. 
We left Liverpool around the second 
week of January, 1947. The trip over 
should have taken about three weeks, 
but the weather decided otherwise. We 
then sail into the Atlantic. From 
Liverpool to the northern tip of Ire- 
land would normally take a good day. 
But one week after casting off from 
Liverpool, we were still fighting our 
way up St. Georges Channel. We were 
hove-to most of the time. 


30 - Ship WX Network 


Finally rounding Ireland, we headed 
into the Atlantic. The westerly gales 
continued and our progress was very 
slow. Normally the weather reports 
from Portishead Radio were pretty 
accurate. This time, they did not 
appear so. I decided to start collecting 
reports from shipping around us. We 
had perhaps 30 ships making a twice- 
daily schedule on which we exchanged 
weather and position reports. We 
made the best of trying to get into 
calmer waters, but there didn’t seem to 
be anywhere heading west that fitted 
the bill. One ship that reported in was 
the SAMKEY. I can’t recall where she 
was bound, but I remember she was 


doing just about everything but turn 
over. From the number of ships 
reporting on schedule, when the SAM- 
KEY did not report in I regret to say 
from my standpoint I didn’t give it too 
much thought. Perhaps she was out of 
range for 500 ke/s. I was tired. One 
night I had three Auto Alarm wake-up 
calls. There was an awful lot of static 
and you people who are familiar with 
auto alarms know that in heavy ORN 
regions they go off quite often. 


When that happened I turned on my 
500 kc/s receiver and kept watch to see 
if any distress calls were sent. When 
nothing came through after a 20- 
minute wait, I went back to my bunk 
after filling out the log. The weather 
eventually improved. Four and a half 
weeks out of Liverpool we arrived at 
the Dominican Republic to load sugar. 


Our return trip found the Atlantic 
very calm which was strange in view of 
our rough outbound passage. It was 
cold, but we didn’t mind that. I look 
back to our return run and am still 
thankful that voyage with our heavy 
cargo was over a glass-like Atlantic. 
Otherwise I might not be writing this. 


Rude Awakening 


As we neared the southwest coast of 
Ireland about 0100, I was awakened by 
what sounded like an explosion. It was 
a cross between hitting a mine or a 
depth charge going off. Several such 
sounds found all the deck crew out 
endeavoring to find out what was 
happening. We all knew that not all 
mines had been found after the war 
ended. They floated all over the place. 
Hopefully you would see them in 
daylight and either try to explode them 
or call in their position. 


WX Kicks Up Again 


The weather had started to kick up 
again and we were in heavy seas once 


(continued - next page) 
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more. The ’explosions’ were not from 
mines - we were breaking up at 
number four hatch! 


Ship’s Welds Were Giving Way 


Our welds were giving way - perhaps 
from the pounding we took sailing 
west. Now, with a heavy cargo we were 
in danger of going down! We reported 
our problem on 500 ke/s when we were 
250 miles southwest of Ireland. [ still 
compliment our Captain on his sea- 
manship. He directed that winches be 
brought into play to apply heavy cables 
fore and aft of the break I’m sure that 
helped. We also got an assist with 
better weather, a fast-moving front. 


Limped Into Port 


Somehow, we managed to limp into 
Cobb, southern Ireland. Divers made 
assessments of the damage and conclu- 
ded it was a miracle we had made it 
into port Repairs were made so we 
could make Liverpool. The Daw 
Zxpress ran a front-page article about 
how 60 seamen had fought day and 
night to save a valuable cargo of sugar. 
I think the cook must have given them 
that story! 


Last Trip on a Liberty 


On arrival in Liverpool my log was 
questioned by a Board of Trade repre- 
sentative. I was asked if I had been in 
contact with the SAMKEY on our 
outbound voyage. I indicated that | 
bad, nearly every day, to exchange 
weather reports. I was told she was 
long overdue and it was presumed she 
had sunk with all hands. Perhaps her 
cargo of rock had shifted. Perhaps an 
alarm | thought was false was her last 
signal. At that time many Liberty ships 
were having problems with their welds. 
Heavy strapping was placed around 
their hulls. Those Liberties did a great 
job, but after my experience | stayed 
away from them. 


A Central California Try 
By Bob Shrader 
SOWP 0157-SGP, W6BNB 


It started in the summer of 1998 when 
Bob Shrader, W6BNB, asked if there 
were any SOWP on the Thursday 
evening CW net who might like to try 
a Central California SOWP = get- 
together. It was in the SF Bay area in 
the late ‘70’s that SOWP started and it 
was there that the first interesting 
meetings were held. Unfortunately, 
over the years the meetings became 
fewer and farther between. For many 
years there had been no Bay Area 
meetings of the SOWP at all. The 
response on the net was that nearly all 
of the local operators indicated they 
would favor having such a luncheon 
meeting. It was determined that there 
were about 100 members living within 
about 75 miles of Fairfield, which is 
halfway between the Bay Area and 
Sacramento. Those members were 
questioned by letter as to which days in 
mid-November that they might be able 
to attend such a luncheon. There were 
about 30 members who answered. Of 
the dozen days in mid-November that 
were specified as possible dates, the 
majority, about 25 said they could 
make it on Saturday the 14th. So the 
J.J. North’s Grand Buffet was contac- 
ted and arrangements were made for 
their conference room for 25 to 50 
members and their wives. When the 
big day came it was sunny and in the 
mid-60’s_ - a perfect day. Unfor- 
tunately, only 11 members and 6 wives 
showed up at the 11 a.m. starting time. 
Present at the meeting were the 
National Treasurer, Lorin Demerritt, 
W6EAS, the National Secretary, 
Waldo Boyd, K6DZY, with Bob Shra- 
der, one of the first and for many 
years the net control station for the 
original SOWP net who was acting as 
chairman. Other members present 
were: Frank Glass, K6RO, Don Eber- 


lein, W6YHM, Wilbur Comer, K6JV, 
Ralph Holzknect, W6RVY, Hap 
Amold, Wé6TQU, Dennis Franklin, 
K6DF, George Freisleben, W6UJY, 
and Alex Newbold, WBMMF. After an 
excellent luncheon a meeting was cal- 
led to determine if the group would 
like to repeat a similar meeting on a 
yearly basis. Only 7 members indicated 
that they would favor such a schedule. 
Since this was only 7 members out of a 
total of 100 in the Central California 
area it was decided that it was just not 
enough of a response to bother with 
any further luncheons. It must be 
recognized that many of us original 
starting members are now 30 years 
older. Many of those original members 
or their wives are in poor health, and 
many can no longer drive the 75 miles 
back and forth to a meeting. It is 
becoming more and more obvious that 
the days of old-time commercial radio 
operators are rapidly coming to a end! 
As a closing feature of the meeting, 
each member stood up and gave a 
short and in all cases a very interesting 
run-down on his past life as a radio- 
man. The session appeared to be 
enjoyed by members and wives and 
ended at 12:50 p.m. 


wee on we rn ne ww oo on nn ow on oo ew ew eee e== 


DUES TIME! 


If your serial number 
address line reads DEC/ 
98 (or 12/98) or earlier, 
your dues pmt by 15 


Feb. 1999 will assure 
continued BEACON 
mailings! 


--Sect’y Boyd. -- 


Extracts from a Wartime 
Diary 


By Marshall Killen, (SK) 
(2226-SGP, VE3KK) 


AN EXCITING OCEAN VOYAGE - 
BECAUSE I HAPPENED TO BE A 
RADIO AMATEUR 


The spring of 1941 was a busy one for 
Halifax and vicinity as thousands of 
Canadian and Commonwealth troops 
were waiting for some weeks until the 
German battleship Bismarck had been 
eliminated from the North Atlantic by 
the Royal Navy. 


One sunny May morning the newly 
formed 3rd Canadian Infantry Division 
along with thousands of Odds & Sods 
such as RCAF trainees; Army Nursing 
personnel; Canadian Forestry batta- 
lions, etc., were embarked on liners 
bound for overseas. I had the pleasure 
of finding myself on board the RMS 
Andes a lovely liner just out of the 
Belfast shipyards and now on her 


maiden voyage as a troop transport. 


This ship was carrying over three 
thousand troops. 


We were settling in and experimenting 
with the hammocks which we were to 
use and which were objects of dismay 
to most of us. It was so easy to get up 
and in from one side and continue on 
to fall down on the deck below on the 
other side. Suddenly the Tannoy 
blared “ANY PERSONNEL KNOW- 
ING THE MORSE CODE REPORT 
IMMEDIATELY TO THE BRIDGE” 
Six of us duly found our way to the 
bridge--all Air Force and all radio 
amateurs wearing the much admired 
SPARKS badge on our sleeves. One 
was ZL, another VK and three were 
VEs from Western Canada. I was the 
only one with a foreign callsign. Soon 
we were being questioned by a couple 
of RN ratings. One with a broad 
Cockney accent was a Leading Tele- 


graphist who asked most of the ques- 
tions. Could we read Blinker? I said 
Yes. Could I read Flag Morse? I said 
Yes. Then he thought he had me as he 
asked | DON’T SUPPOSE YOU CAN 
READ SEMAPHORE. I said OF 
COURSE. He turned to his mate and 
remarked GOR BLIMMEY WEVE 
GOT A REAL BOY SCOUT ERE! It 
was no credit to me that I was able to 
say Yes to all the questions as I had 
been one of the first Boy Scouts in 
Ireland before World War I and for 
years had been living on an island in 
Mid Atlantic where I used to amuse 
myself in the evenings talking by flash- 
light to ships as they passed down the 
channel between our two islands. 


After a meal down in the depths, two 
of us reported back to the bridge just 
as the convoy was leaving Halifax 
harbour. The ships were formed up on 
several long lines and proceeded east- 
ward very slowly at first. To starboard 
of the Andes was the HMS Repulse 
with the Command Ship one line 
further over. Not far behind the 
Repulse was the new HMS Prince of 
Wales. As this was a very important 
convoy it was well protected with 
several battleships and many des- 
troyers and corvettes--the latter to be 
seen circling far out beyond the ships. 
It was a fast 20 Knot convoy and was 
to travel the northerly route up 
around Iceland far from U-Boat 
attacks. 


I was the reader and the other man the 
writer and we were told to watch the 
searchlight on the Command ship for 
signals. At first we received some 
SPEED INCREASE orders without 
making a mistake. Then I nearly blot- 
ted my copybook for Good. It hap- 
pened that there was to be a practice 
CHANCE OF COURSE, most likely 
the only one to be made on the entire 
voyage. When the order to change 
course was received and passed on to 


the watch officer, I ignored a long 
DASH that came from the Command 
ship five minutes afterwards. Suddenly 
all the ships (I think) except the Andes 
suddenly swung away to port. For- 
tunately our Bridge officer caught on 
as to what had happened and quickly 
made the correction before we had a 
collision. Nobody had told me that 
after an order to change course was 
given, the order would only be obeyed 
on receipt of a long dash. A quick 
lecture on RN procedure followed. 
During the voyage we found that the 
Command Ship that was another pea- 
cetime liner mostly used the Q signals. 
A series of dots indicated a message 
was coming; if followed by a number 
(all the ships were numbered) it meant 
the message was for a particular ship. 
As in Ham procedure a K meant Go 
Ahead and an R meant Received. 


Later that evening we heard that Lord 
Haw Haw had broadcast from Berlin 
our time of departure and even some 
of the names of the ships. He had 
ended with wishing us a_ pleasant 
voyage which he was sure would be a 
short one thanks to the German Navy. 
How wrong he was!! 


Donald Buist, the ZL amateur who 
had been an engineer with the New 
Zealand Broadcasting Company, was 
paired with me to cover the evening 
Dog Watch and like me ended up not 
much later as an RDF (Radar) in- 
structor at Cranwell. We wore white 
armbands with crossed signal flags on 
them which let us wander around 
much of the ship without being queried 
and best of all allowed us to stay on 
the open part of the bridge near the 
searchlight when not on duty. One of 
the perks for being on the bridge was 
when the stewards came around with 
trays of hot cocoa or tea--never Tea!! I 
do not remember ever receiving a 
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single message directed to the Andes 
but each morning it was interesting to 
watch the Command Ship call up 
certain ships and chastise them for 
such things as making smoke; getting 
out of station and worst mistake of all 
- SHOWING A LIGHT. Except for a 
gap in mid Atlantic, we had air cover 
all the way across; first it was RCAF 
aircraft out of Dartmouth and then 
RAF Flying Boats from Castle Arch- 
dale in Northern Ireland. Although 
never directed at our ship, we copied 
the Aldis Lamp signals from the air- 
craft and passed the messages on to 
the bridge. Being so far north we 
found it was continuous daylight dur- 
ing the voyage; the sea was calm and 
we spent much of our time up above 
instead of down in the crowded troop 
decks. 


Arriving off the Irish coast one even- 
ing and passing down the North Chan- 
nel between Rathlin Island and the 
County Antrim coast it was the thrill 
of a life-time for me to watch the 
evening sunlight reflected off the win- 
dows of the resort town of Ballycastle 
where | had gone to high school and 
where I had first become a radio ham 
so many years ago. 


Next morning, while the remainder of 
the convoy continued down the Irish 
Sea to Liverpool, the Andes and some 
of the other liners dropped out of line 
and turned to port to enter the Firth 
of Clyde with final destination being 
Greenock. 


It is just as well we cannot see into the 
future. Many of the men of the 3rd 
division would never see their home- 
land again but would rest forever in 
the battlefields of Normandy and Hol- 
land. The Repulse flashed a final 
message of Good Bye and God Bless 
You All. Little did we think that in a 


few short months our two beautiful 
battleships with their crews would lie at 
the bottom of the China Sea, victims 
of Japanese Air Power. 


BOOK LIST 
By Charles P. Krause 
SOWP 1412-V, N7ESJ 


Referencems. Birgitta Gustafson’s 
book list which appeared in WWB, 
June/July 1998 starting on page 6. 
Some additions to her list which are 
real goodies! 


Bamford, J., 7Ze Puzzle Palace - A 
report on America’s most secret 
agency - The National Security 
Agency. 


Blair, Clay, Aiders U-Boat Wa 
Volume 1, The Hunters 1992-194? 
-Details incidents during German’s 
submarine war, including encounters 
with the Ark Royal, North Sea partols, 
creation of the Wolf Packs, the Allies 
anti-U-Boat campaign, adventures of 
Commander Prien in Scapa Flow and 
triumph of codes over convoys. 
Volume 2 The Hunted - Covers the 
last year of the Naval war in Europe 
from August 1942 to May 1945 when 
the Allies overcame the U-Boat threat. 


Bletchley Park Company, Ltd. - 
Reports being sold dealing with code- 
breaking techniques and related works. 
Among the 80 reports listed for sale 
are: 1) Jarvis, Peter, 7Ze Geman 
Battleships - Report #2 2) Wes- 
combe, Peter and John Galle- 
hawk, Getting back into “Shark”: 
HIMS Petard and the George Cross - 
Report ¥ %, 3) Jarvis, Sue, /apanese 
Codes - Report #4 4) Gallehawk, 
John, Convoys and the U-Boats - 
Report #7 5S) Wescombe, John, 
Bietchly Park and the Luttwatte - The 
Fall of France, the Battle of Britain 
and the Detence of Crete - Repott #& 


Bray, Jeffrey, U/a in the Atfantica 
Volume 1 Aled Communications In- 
telugence and the Battle of the Atlan- 
4c; Volume 2 U-boat Operations; 
Volume 3 German Naval Communica- 
“ons Iateligence; Volume 4 Technical 
Lateligence Gained From Allied Com- 
mutmecations lntelygence; Volume J, 
Geoman NavalGrid and lts Ciphers, 
Volume & Appendices. 


Clayton,Eileen, 7Ze Lzemy is Lis- 
temng. RAF ¥ Service. 


Doenitz, Grand Admiral Karl, 
Memoirs Ten Years and Twenty Days 


Drea, E, MacArthur’s Ultra: Code- 
breaking And The War Against Japan 


Evans, Bernard, oeniitz and the 
Wolf Packs. 


Farago, Ladislaz, 7Ze Broken Seal 


Farago, Ladislaz, 7Ze 7enth Fleet - 
It was not an active seagoing fleet but 
a “think tank concentrating on meth- 
ods, including psychological warfare to 
be used to defeat the U-Boats. 


Giske, Heinz W., Z7Zze War Drarres 
Of W764. Fact or Fiction? - Taken 
directly from the actual war diaries of 
the U764. The author, a former radio 
operator of the U-Boat, takes the 
reader on each of the missions during 
World War 2, pointing out what 
actually occured and when those 
occurrences differed from what the 
commander chose to record in his 
KTB’s. 

Giske, Wilhelm F., War Secretsin 
the Ether 


Hadley, Michael, ¢-So02ts aeainst 
Canada - The story of the military and 
political impact of inshore submarine 
warfare on Canada with many daring 
actions deep in Canadian waterways. 


(List to be continued next issue) 


Member Correspondence 


Dear OM Earl: 


My September issue of the Beacon 
arrived just the other day and I want to 
commend you on a very fine first 
effort. One would hardly notice that 
there had been a change of helmsmen. 


I don’t know if, when you took over 
the position of editor, you planned to 
take over my column Suovs aad Gulls 
as well. Since my husband passed away 
last fall ve found in managing our 
large piece of property I’ve not had too 
much time nor energy for researching 
column material. It had crossed my 
mind that perhaps I should consider 
retiring my quill. However, upon 
reflection, | hope that I can continue 
to submit member stories from time to 
time when I come across interesting 
reminiscences ...and members willing to 
share their memories. The latter is the 
crunch as many Sparks appear to be 
shy, retiring types, bi. 


All the best to you and yours, 
73, 

Olive J. Roeckner 

SOWP 2891-V, VETERA 


Hi Ted: 


Reference to SS Santa Rosaf/WMDA 
page 13, March WWB brings back 


fond memories - 


I remember the “Santa” ships very 
well. The Grace Line was the link 
between the west coast of South 
America and New York - or for that 
matter the east coast, sailing on regu- 
lar scheduled runs between New York 
and ports in Chile, Peru, etc. using the 
Panama Canal. My interest in the 


Santa Rosa stemmed from the fact 
that my second cousin John Beebe was 
captain of that ship at the time I first 
began my sea-going career aboard the 
SS Coama (Puerto Rico Line). This 
was 1936/37 and I recall sending a 
deadhead message to cousin John on 
two occasions when we would be 
“passing” her on the east coast run. 


John Beebe (my paternal grandmother 
was a Beebe) was chief mate aboard 
the Leviathan in the early 20’s and 
according to my father he visited us 
when I was just a baby and brought me 
a small hand-made ships model. I tore 
it apart as any small child would do, 
much to the disgust of my father but 
John had no problem with my actions. 
I was probably 2 years old. I never saw 
John Beebe again. 


In reply to one of my DH messages 
John wrote me a letter in care of the 
Puerto Rican Line and offered to find 
me a berth as R/O on the Grace Line 
which I refused as the Grace Line was 
strongly unionized and | can imagine 
how popular I might be invading their 
seniority. John later became port cap- 
tain of the line and then in WW-2 was 
appointed head of the Kings Point 
Maritime Academy. I lost track of him 
- wish now that I might have had a 
long visit with him but we never 
seemed to cross paths after the mid 
thirties. 

Just some trivia. By the way, where do 
you find a copy of that book ‘Mer- 
chant Vessels of the United States” ? 
HI. Recall a book I once owned (1935) 
“Ships of the North Atlantic” full 
color photos of ships and some specs, 
etc. Don’t know what happened to it 
but can’t find another at any price. 


IS 
Mac (John McKinney) 
SOWP 1001-SGP, WOAP 


Dear Earl: 


First off, many thanks for taking on 
the job of Editor for the Society’s 
publication The World Wireless Bea- 
con. 


In July of this year, I received a letter 
from the American Biographical Insti- 
tute, Inc., informing me that I had 
been nominated for their “Man of the 
Year - 1998” award. A copy of this 
letter is enclosed. 


This past week, I received a certificate 
stating that I had been selected for the 
above mentioned award. 


I thought you might make mention of 
the award in a forthcoming issue. A 
photograph is also enclosed if you can 
use it. 


Thank you and best wishes in your 
new assignment. 


Sincerely, 
William C. “Bill”? Willmot 
SOWP 0784-V, K4TF 


(continued next page) 


Corrections/Additions to 
THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by-page 
basis so they can be marked into your 
personal copy. 


Page 11: Add: DONCHE, Andrew D., 
1384-V, AD2Z, 21 Highland Ave, 
Ogdensburg, NJ 07439-1219 


Page 36: Add: AD2Z, DONCHE, 
Andrew D., NJ 


Page 49: Re: Gustaffson, Birg 3854-M 
change email address to: birgitta.gus- 
tafsson.221@telia.com 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


CARR, J. Jay., 4479-P, W6FAY, 
Escondido, CA. No date or details. 
Reported in OST, Sept. 1998. 


CONNELL, Matthew T., 2481-V, 
W7IRX, Ravenna, OH. No date or 
details. Reported in QST, Sept. 1998. 


ESTEP, Harold A. 96P, W6BEU, 
San Anselmo, CA. No date or details. 
Reported in QCWA Journal, Fall 
1998. 


FOHN, Horace J., 940-P, WSHBT, 
Cedar Creek, TX. No date or details. 
Reported in QCWA Journal, Fall 
1998. 


GIFFEN, Richard M., 3727-V, K6SV, 
Hendersonville, NC. No date or 
details. Reported in QCWA Journal, 
Fall 1998. 


HOWARD, Gerald M., 2218V, 
WS5KM, Dallas, TX. No date or details. 
Reported in QCWA Journal, Fall 
1998. 


MC AULIFF, Dan, 4530-V, K4WD, 
Seneca, SC. No date or details. Repor- 
ted in QST, Nov. 1998. 


MC MAHON, Owen H., 5584+-M, 
NSJEF, Corpus Christi, TX. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, Sept 
1998. 


MILINOWSKL Jobn Arthur, 5028 
M, KD6DFB, Oceanside, CA. No date 
or details. Reported on SOWP West 
Coast CW net bulletin 02 Oct. 1998. 


MURPHY, Walter J., 5024-V, 
N3GOZ, Philadelphia, PA. No date or 
details. Reported in Spark Gap Times, 
Oct. 1998. 


OKU, George L, 1272-P, W6GRF, 
Modesto, CA. No date or details. 
Reported on SOWP West Coast CW 
net bulletin 03 Sept. 1998. 


PEEBLER, Robert B., 291-V, 
WSKIW, Galveston, TX. No date or 
details. Reported in QST, Sept 1998. 


PHILLIPS, Frank A., 2567-V, 
WSQPH, Fayetteville, GA. No date or 
details. Reported in QCWA Journal, 
Fall 1998. 


SARNO, Joseph J., 3078-P, KSTGE, 
Arlington, TX No date or details. 
Reported in QCWA Journal, Fail 
1998. 


SEITER, Theodore J., 2671-P, 
W2FJH, on 20 Oct 98, Age 8. No 
other details. Reported by Waldo T. 
Boyd. 


STEELE, Samuel E., 4508-V, W8SZ, 
Berea, OH. No date or details. Repor- 
ted in QCWA Journal, Fall 1998. 


Silent Key Reporting 

Please send reports to SOWP Exec. 
Sec’y Waldo T. Boyd. P.O. Box 8%, 
Geyserville, CA 95441-0086. If avail- 
able, include date, age of deceased and 
cause of passing. 


Member 
From Page 14 


Dear Mr. Wilson, 


The use of 500 ke will be gone all too 
soon! I wonder if you have any 
information as to what stations will be 
on with final operations to mark this 
event? 


Correspondence - 


I have several receivers down on 500 
(RMCA-8506B and so forth) and have 
been listening to 500 for long periods 
of time. The only station | hear now is 
KFS sending TFC LIST and WX (476 


kc). I used to hear KPH and KLB and 
WNU but no more. In fact, KFS is 
signing as “KFS/WNU/KPH/WCC”. 


I would like to record the final stations 
on 500 ke on tape. | have several tapes 
of KFS on 476 but no ship stations are 
heard. 


On another subject | was asked by 
some folks putting together a Victory 
Ship station for a museum as to what 
was used for time ticks on the bridge 
during the WW2 period. | went around 
the world on a Liberty (KOCT) in the 
early 1950’s and used time stations all 
over the place. However, | could not 
answer the question as to what was 
available during the 1941-1945 period. 
Could you answer the question? 


Also, I remember a copy of what was 
called the “Berne List” on all ships 
back in the old days. This was a call 
book with listings of all shore stations 
with calls, frequencies and times as well 
as a list of all ships and calls. Do you 
know where a copy of this could be 
obtained? 

Thanks for your time. 

Hank Brown 


SOWP 2403-M, W6DJX 


Excuses Excuses ! 
By Charles E. Spencer 
SOWP 4053-P, W8PQO 


Recently when a thunderstorm struck 
Malvern, Ohio, Art, W8FEC, our 
beloved leader had to abandon ship as 
NCS of the Inland Seas Nets on 40 
and 80 on Monday night. Turning this 
task over to me I had to ask everybody 
to QRX while I found a pencil and 
paper. 

A fruit tramp had shown me how to 


(continued next page) 


Excuses Excuses! From Page 15 


sharpen a pencil by rubbing it on 
concrete so J went out on our front 
porch and did that and snatched about 
four feet of Charmin from my bath- 
room and took over as NCS. The old 
men were quite forgiving. 


But this reminds me dearly of former 
days as an operator at a Coast Guard 
Radio Direction Finder Station where 
merchant ships could call for bearings 
from a Harbor Entrance Group. In my 
case NKC, Cape May, NJ and NSD, 
Cape Henlopen and Bethany Beach, 
Delaware. 


We ran a tight ship with positions as 
good as GPS furnished within an 
average of three minutes with no 
nonsense except a few GE - GM - TU 
- etc. and effusive GRS. Latins do get 
carried away. 


Our neighboring group at the Harbor 
Entrance of New York was less well 
disciplined and I don’t know how it 
strikes you, but I thought it was 
hilarious when a merchant ship called 
for bearings from Fire Island MF/DF. I 
think it was NJY. 


NJY DE SVET OTE IMI 


SVET DE NJY AS AS LOST MY 
PENCIL 


I spilled my coffee but I do think this 
excuse should be shared with all CW 


operators. 


DUES TIME! 


If your serial number address line 
reads DEC/98 (or 12/98) or earlier, 
your dues pmt by 15 Feb. 1999 will 
assure continued BEACON mailings. 


_--Sect’y Boyd. -- 


The Editor’s Corner 


This time of the year seems to creep 
up upon us too fast. It is a time to 
reflect and give thanks for the good we 
have received during the past year and 
to set resolutions for goals we would 
like to accomplish this coming year. 


I want to give thanks to you for the 
support given me. Some of the 
material I received which could not 
make this edition of the WWB will be 
used in future editions. I do welcome 
your articles and stories. If you e-mail 
them to me I would appreciate the 
attachment in an ASCII format. 


I have resolved for the coming year to 
continue trying to bring well being and 
happiness to those I am in contact. 
With this I wish you the best of the 
New Year. 


73, Earl, K6GPB 
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